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MS 67 PTA April 28th General Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, April 28th 2020, at 6:30 p.m. in the via Zoom 
Meeting called to order by Adriana Aviles at 6:37 p.m. 
Executive Board Members in Attendance: Adriana Aviles, Patricia Levy, Megan Rha, Andrea Choi, Elsie Lee, Karen Wang, Maureen 
Barrett, Alex English, Merina DeAngelis, Ronnie Werner, Dorolena Zaharopoulos

Opening Remarks: Q and A with Principal Brian Annello:
Q: Explanation of grading policy?
A: Grades and criteria are being continued as normal for 4th quarter marking period. These grades for the 4th quarter will be converted to 
the new grading policy for a “5th” quarter as follows:

MS-Meeting Standards
NI-Needs Improvement
CIP-Course in Progress

Q: How will ARISTA be handled for seniors?
                   A: Looking into ways to give students the credit they have earned and to get the pins that are usually given out. In discussions 
with Ms. McQuade and Ms Nicoloudos.
Q: How are specialized high schools going to accept courses for 8th graders now that there are no regents scores?
                    A: All high schools will be communicating how they will be accepting credits for courses in lieu of regents scores. We need to 
wait for this information, discussions are happening now.
Q: Will graduation ceremony and awards ceremony be cancelled or postponed?
                    A: Queens College is cancelled because it is unlikely they will be able to hold a graduation factoring in social distancing 
guidelines. We were also concerned over money that we would have to pay them. As for awards, we are in communication with the 
company that makes the awards to see if they will be able to produce them at this time.
Q: What will happen with regents tests?  Will students need to take them in the summer, or have to re-take the class again in high 
school?
                     A: We are waiting to hear how all high schools will interpret grades for accelerated courses. We are hoping that high schools 
will give credit for the course and move students to the next course of study in high school.
Q: Can more teachers do live teaching or do more frequently? Some teachers do it and some do not.
                     A: We strongly encourage best practices with all remote instruction.  There are many factors and responsibilities that 
educators have such as teaching their own families. Our teachers have creatively jumped in to this unique experience and I couldn’t be 
more proud. We will continue to promote live sessions as we know that has been praised by students and parents, but we are asking for 
understanding on the flip side. Logistically some teachers cannot make that happen as often or at all.
Q:For high school enrollment, is anything requires if you plan to attend the one school you were accepted to?  There are no other 
available actions to take online.
                      A:There is nothing else to do if you have accepted the offer that has been extended.
Q: How will zoned Cardozo students be scheduled for courses?  In the past, Cardozo guidance counselors met with 8th graders to program 
them for their freshman year of high school.
                      A: Our school is currently in communication with all high schools for this issue. This could be done virtually; we will have to 
see.
Q: What will happen with yearbooks this year?
                       A: Yearbooks and diplomas will eventually be available for pick up at school, details will be communicated as soon as a plan 
has been decided. Caps and gowns, diploma cases, and senior t-shirts will be available online.
Q: Will there be a virtual graduation?
                       A: Discussions are taking place for plans for an alternative virtual graduation. Details will be communicated as soon as plans 
are finalized.
Q: Will teachers continue to give meaningful assignments and actual grades for the remainder of the 4th quarter?
                       A: Yes, and those grades will be converted to the new grading system as per the guidance document we received today. 
Q: If 8th grade magnet students took all the courses (2 science and 2 math regents courses) do they have to take them again?
                        A: It is unknown.  High schools will provide information as to how they will interpret grades for this issue.
Q: My 8th grader complains of getting too much work and too many assignments?
                        A: Quality over quantity is stressed with the teaching staff. However, students must have challenges and are still getting 
graded, so there must be assignments with rigor and “weight” behind them. Please remember that school did not close on March 13th, 
but we transitioned to remote learning.  Students and teachers are still working; only the building is closed. As always, the best plan is to 
contact the individual teacher, and if things do not improve, contact Mr. Lampoutis.
Q: What should happen with service league forms?
                       A: You can scan the completed forms and email them to Ms. McQuade and Ms. Nicoloudos.
Q: Is school closed through the end of the year?
                      A: As per the DOE, school buildings are closed for the rest of the school year.
Q: How is a student’s GPA calculated in light of new grading policy?
                     A: Grading calculation remains the same as always, with the breakdown of : 60% assessments; 25% classwork, %15 
homework. Teachers were told to communicate what each assignment is categorized as. Then these grades will be converted to the new 
grading system for “quarter 5.” We will soon have guidance on the way high schools will interpret these grades and information will be 
shared as soon as we have it. 
Q: What should I do if a teacher is not responding to emails?
                      A: Our teachers are currently inundated with emails. There are much more than before the remote instruction. So give 24-48 
hours for a response. If after that time you have not heard from a teacher, contact the grade-level supervisor. Grade 6-Ms Lam; Grade 7-
Mr. Rizzo; Grade 8-Mr. Lampoutis.

Q: My daughter is in 6th grade and struggling with math. She gets AIS services. What can be done to support her?
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                    A: Reach out to the classroom teacher, and be specific about the problems you are having. Is the materials challenging?  Is it a 
matter of effort? Ask for a 1:1 video chat for your child to help her understanding.
Q: What are the academic benchmarks and how will that change in the following year?
                     A: We are in grade-level discussions and we continue to track student progress through assessments and assignments 
submitted remotely. We know that additional support might be needed in the fall should school re-open normally. We are working to 
provide for and plan for that.
Q: How will screened programs (like Townsend Harris) change their criteria given lack of test scores and grades?
                    A: We are waiting on answers from all screen schools and programs and will communicate information once it has been 
received.

General Board Meeting

•  Mrs. Aviles and Mrs. Levy welcomed the general board to the meeting and thanked families for joining virtually 
through zoom.

Minutes: The minutes of 02 /10/20 meeting were displayed on the screen, but could not be approved via general 
board vote pending approval from the DOE.

Mrs. Aviles reminded the general board that we cannot hold elections via Zoom call. Executive Board positions 
are:  President, Vice President, Treasurer, Recording Secretary, Fundraising Team, Webmaster, and 
Communications. Please consider being part of our PTA.

Treasurer’s report: given by Andrea Choi 

•  Ms, Choi reminded the general board that we have had no fundraising in the school closure.  We are ending the 
year with $25,000, which is slightly less than last year’s ending number of $26,000. We might have one more 
ARISTA expenditure this school year, depending on outcomes. We are anticipating budget cuts in the fall, which 
will mean we need to increase fundraising and membership.

•  Financial report could not be approved over Zoom call as per DOE.

Fundraising Report: given by Maureen Barrett 

• Shoparoo (money for school by uploading shopping receipts) is still going. Get app at the app store and follow 
directions to join on the PTA website.

Announcements:

Mrs. Aviles: Please join website and follow social media. Please look for the device request form if you do not 
have a device from the DOE.

Any other questions, please email us and we will forward to Mr. Annello.

Ms. Lam: Please do not forget to fill out the parent survey (remote learning survey and the regular school survey). 
We are at 41% response rate, but we would like higher.

Old Business: None

New Business: None

Next meeting TBA

Meeting adjourned at 7:38 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted by Alexandra English, Recording Secretary


